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Description

CALCAREOUS CLAY, CLAY and
SILTY CLAY

Major Lithologies:
The top 21 cm of this core consists of
yellowish brown calcareous clay.
Nannofossils and foraminifers are the
dominant calcareous components.
Between 21 and 56 cm, Section 1,
the calcareous clay grades to olive
gray clay. A 2-cm-thick crust of
indurated iron-rich clay separates the
brown calcareous clay from the gray
clay between 52-54 cm. Several
minor centimeter-thick bands of partly
indurated clay occur above and below
the iron-rich crust. Below 77 cm in
Section 1 to the bottom of the core,
dark gray silty clay occurs. Black
(N2/0) bands of iron monosulfide
staining appear in Sections 2, 3, and
the CC.
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CORED 3.9-13.4 mbsf

Description

SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
The sediment in this core is very dark
gray silty clay. Black (N2/0) mottling
and color banding are common
throughout.

944A-2H 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 3H CORED 13.4-22.9 mbsf

Graphic
Lith. Structure

o
Description

Void

o-

0

0
8

C3

0

{3

0

(3

0

0

0

5Y
3/1

SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
Very dark gray silty clay containing a
few silt laminae is the dominant
lithology in this core. Iron monosulfide
produces the black (N2/0) staining of
burrow fills and color mottling evident
throughout the core.
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Description

SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE

Major Lithology:
This core consists of very dark gray
silty clay with silt laminae.
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SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 5H CORED 32.4-41.9 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE
AND BEDS

Major Lithology:
The dominant sediment in this core is
very dark gray silty clay with
numerous silt laminae and thin (1-5-
cm-thick) silt beds. The interval
between 40 and 143 cm in Section 1
contains intercalated and folded 1 - to
25-cm-thick beds of sand, sandy
mud, and clay. A medium-sized silt
bed, containing mud clasts and an
angular scoured base contact, occurs
in Section 5 between 24-53 cm.
Black (N2/0) mottling is common
throughout.

944A-5H 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 6H CORED 41.9-51.4 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE
AND BEDS

Major Lithology:
This core consists of dark olive gray
silty clay with abundant silt laminae
and 1- to 20-cm-thick silt beds. Some
of the beds are folded or contorted
and are parallel- or cross-laminated.
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SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 7H CORED 51.4-60.9 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE
AND BEDS

Major Lithology:
Very dark gray silty clay is intercalated
with abundant silt laminae and thin to
medium (1-15-cm-thick) silt beds. Silt
beds are either parallel laminated or
graded. Silty clay intervals that
contain no silt layers are commonly
bioturbated and color mottled or
banded.

944A-7H 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 8H CORED 60.9-70.4 mbsf 944A-8H 1
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Description

SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of very dark gray
faintly black (N2/0) color-banded silty
clay that contains silt laminae. The
frequency of the laminae increases in
Section 6.



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 9H CORED 70.4-79.9 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of faintly black
(N2/0) color-banded, very dark gray
silty clay.

5Y
3/1

944A-9H 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 10H CORED 79.9-89.4 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of faintly black
(N2/0) color-banded silty clay.
Numerous silt laminae and thin beds
occur throughout the core. Some of
the beds are parallel- or cross-
laminated.

944A-10H 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 11H CORED 89.4-97.1 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of black (N2/0)
color-banded very dark gray silty clay.
Levels of bioturbation increase in
Sections 3, 4, and 5.
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SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 12X CORED 97.1 -104.9 mbsf 944A-12X 1
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Description

SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of faintly mottled,
bioturbated, and black (N2/0) color-
banded silty clay. The core contains
numerous silt laminae and thin beds
of silt.



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 13X CORED 104.9- 114.5 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of black (N2/0)
color-banded silty clay. Silt laminae
and thin beds of silt and very fine
sand are scattered throughout the
core, with a maximum frequency in
Section 5. A mud ?clast occurs in
Section 2 at 45 cm.

944A 14X NO RECOVERY

944A-13X 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 15X CORED 124.1 -133.8 mbsf
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Description

SILTY CLAY AND SAND

Major Lithology:
This core contains highly disturbed
very dark gray silty clay and sand.
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SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 16X CORED 133.8- 143.4 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of faintly color-
banded and mottled very dark gray
silty clay. The silty clay contains silt
laminae throughout.
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CORED 143.4-153.1 mbsf

Description

SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of very dark gray
silty clay. At 16 cm in Section 1, a 1 -
cm-diameter carbonate-rich mud clast
occurs.
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Description

SAND AND MUD CLASTS

Major Lithology:
This core consists of olive gray fine
sand that contains two 1 -cm-diameter
mud clasts.

SITE 944 HOLE

M
et

er Graphic
Lith.

S
ec

tio
n

1

X

A
g

e
P

le
is

t.

A CORE

Structure

la
te

19X

D
is

tu
rb

S
am

p
le

M

C
ol

or

CORED 162.7-172.4 mbsf

Description

SILTY CLAY AND SAND

The top 6 cm and bottom 7 cm of this
core consist of very dark gray silty
clay. The interval 6-23 cm consists of
dark olive gray very fine sand that
contains a 2-cm-diameter mud clast at
9-11 cm.

944A 20X NO RECOVERY

944A-17X 1
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CORED 182.0-191.6 mbsf

Description

CLAYEY SILT, SILT AND FINE
SAND

Major Lithology:
This core contains several fining-
upward sequences consisting of dark
olive gray fine sand or coarse silt at
the base and clayey silt beds at the
top. The silt beds are cross- or
parallel-laminated.

944A-21X 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 22X CORED 191.6-201.2 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of variegated dark
greenish gray to black (N2/0) silty
clay. Color banding highlights
contorted folded beds throughout the
core. Two siltstone clasts were found
in Section 1 at15 cm and in Section 2
at 61 cm. Iron monosulfide forms
micronodules scattered throughout
Sections 1 and 2.
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SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 23X CORED 201.2-210.9 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH MUD CLASTS

Major Lithology:
This core consists of dark olive gray
silty clay. Faint black (N2/0) color
banding highlights folded and
contorted beds within the silty clay.
Calcareous-rich mud clast are
intercalated with silty clay in Section 2
at 23 cm, Section 2 at 9 cm, and
Section 3 at 26-43 cm. Iron
monosulfide occurs as micronodules
in Sections 1, 3, and 4.

General Description:
Drilling disturbance has destroyed the
primary bedding structures.

944A-23X 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 24X CORED 210.9-220.5 mbsf 944A-24X 1
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Description

SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
The entire core consists of very dark
gray silty clay. Rare disrupted and
deformed silt and sand beds occur in
Sections 1, 2, and 5. Faint color
variations highlight folded and
contorted bedding within the silty
clay. Iron monosulfide forms soft
micronodules scattered throughout
the core.



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 25X CORED 220.5-230.1 mbsf
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CLAY CLASTS and SILTY CLAY

Major Lithologies:
From the top of Section 1 to Section 6
at 56 cm, this core contains a number
of 10-cm-thick clasts. The clasts are
composed of very dark gray to dark
olive gray color-banded silty clay
which contains folded and contorted
silt beds and dark greenish gray
calcareous clay. A dark greenish gray
foraminifer-bearing, calcareous-rich
clay (Section 6, 56-60 cm) separates
the interval containing clasts from
very dark gray, black (N2/0) mottled
and color-banded silty clay, which
continues to the bottom of the core.
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SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 26X CORED 230.1 - 239.7 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
The core is composed of very dark
gray to dark olive gray silty clay that is
commonly stained black (N2/0) by
iron monosulfide. Rare deformed and
dipping thin beds of black to dark gray
silt and fine sand, as well as sand
clasts, occur in Sections 1, 2, and 5.

944A 27X NO RECOVERY

944A-26X 1 A 3
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CORED 249.4-259.0 mbsf

Description

SILTY CLAY WITH SAND BEDS
AND CLASTS

Major Lithology:
The dominant sediment in this core is
very dark gray silty clay. Disrupted
beds and centimeter-thick clasts of
fine sand and a few silt laminae are
scattered throughout Sections 1 to
Section 3. Black (N2/0) staining from
iron monosulfide is disseminated
throughout the core.

General Description:
Drilling disturbance has destroyed
primary bedding structures.

944A 29X NO RECOVERY

944A-28X 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 30X CORED 268.7-278.3 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE
AND BEDS

Major Lithology:
In this core, very dark gray silty clay is
intercalated with abundant laminae
and thin beds of silt. The beds are
cross- or parallel-laminated.
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SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 31X CORED 278.3-288.0 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE
AND BEDS

Major Lithology:
The entire core consists of very dark
gray silty clay with abundant silt
laminae and thin beds of silt. The
beds are cross- or parallel-laminated.
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SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 32X CORED 288.0-297.6 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE
AND BEDS OF SILT AND SAND

Major Lithology:
Very dark gray silty clay is intercalated
with abundant laminae and thin beds
of silt throughout the core. The beds
are cross- or parallel-laminated; a few
of the graded beds in Sections 4 and
5 have fine sand at their bases.

944A-32X 1



SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 33X CORED 297.6-307.3 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH BEDS OF SILT
AND SAND

Major Lithology:
The core consists of very dark gray
silty clay with abundant silt and sand
beds. The beds are parallel- or cross-
laminated, and most are normally
graded. The CC contains only beds of
fine sand intercalated with the clay.

944A-33X 1
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M
et

er

1 -

Graphic
Lith.

:.-_—_-:
S

ec
tio

n

1

A
g

e
dd

le
 P

ie
is

t.

Structure

III
III
III
III

D
is

tu
rb

o
o

S
am

pl
e

M

C
ol

or

5Y
4/1

E

Description

SILTY CLAY WITH SAND BEDS

Major Lithology:
The sediment in this core is dark gray
silty clay with numerous beds of fine
sand.

944A 35X THROUGH 37X NO RECOVERY

SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 38X CORED 345.9-355.4 mbsf

M
et

er

;

Graphic
Lith.

il
l

I
I

I
I

I
I

I!
I!

I

S
ec

tio
n

1

A
g

e
Ie

is
t.

m
id

dl
e 

P

Structure

D
is

tu
rb

i
|

S
am

pl
e

M

C
ol

or

5Y
3/1

Description

SILTY CLAY WITH SAND BEDS

Major Lithology:
In this core.very dark gray silty clay is
intercalated with thin sand beds.

General Description:
Most of the sand appears to have
been sucked into the liner.

SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 39X CORED 355.4-364.9 mbsf
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Description

CLAY and CALCAREOUS-RICH
CLAY

Major Lithologies:
The upper 80 cm and the bottom 55
cm (including the CC) of this core
contain dark gray and very dark gray
clay, respectively. The interval in
between consists of dark greenish
gray to greenish gray calcareous-rich
clay. The calcareous component
consists of nannofossils and
foraminifers.

General Description:
The sediment in this core is severely
deformed and disrupted, presumably
as a result of drilling.

944A-38X 1 944A-39X 1
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Description

SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
Very dark gray to dark olive gray silty
clay with a few sand or silt pebbles
fills this core.

SITE 944 HOLE A CORE 41X CORED 374.5-384.2 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE
AND BEDS

Major Lithology:
Very dark gray to dark olive gray clay
is intercalated with abundant silt
laminae and thin silt beds throughout
this core.

SITE 944 HOLE B CORE 1H CORED 0.0-0.3 mbsf
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Description

CALCAREOUS CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of yellowish brown
(1OYR 5/4) nannofossil-foraminifer
clay.
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SITE 944 HOLE B CORE 2H CORED 0.3-9.8 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
Dark olive gray clay with several silt
laminae is the dominant lithology in
this core. Iron monosulfide is
abundant and occurs concentrated in
silt laminae and as burrow infill.
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SITE 944 HOLE B CORE 3H CORED 9.8-19.3 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE

Major Lithology:
Dark olive gray silty clay is
intercalated with numerous silt
laminae in this core. Faint black
(N2/0) color banding and mottling is
associated with the presence of iron
monosulfide, which is disseminated
within the silty clay.

944B-3H 1
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Description

SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE
AND BEDS

Major Lithology:
This core consists of dark olive gray
to very dark gray silty clay with
numerous silt laminae and rare thin
silt beds. Silty clay intervals devoid of
silt layers are faintly black (N2/0)
mottled or color banded. Iron
monosulfide is disseminated
throughout the core.
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Description

SILTY CLAY WITH SILT LAMINAE
AND BEDS

Major Lithology:
Dark olive gray silty clay with silt
laminae and a few thin silt beds is the
dominant lithology in this core. Five-
to 10-cm-long steeply dipping
microfaults occur in Section 3 through
to Section 5; the faults slightly offset
the color bands and some burrows in
this interval.
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SILTY CLAY WITH SILT BEDS

Major Lithology:
In this core very dark gray silty clay is
the dominant sediment. The silty clay
is intercalated with numerous layers
of silt and clayey silt that increase in
thickness from laminae in Section 2 to
abundant medium, 10-30-cm-thick,
silt beds in Section 6. The silt beds
are deformed and contorted; some
contain convoluted bedding and
single mud clasts. Black (N2/0)
mottling and color banding is
associated with iron monosulfide in
the intervals that do not contain silt
layers.

944B-6H 1
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
The core consists of dark gray silty
clay with a few disrupted silt laminae
in Sections 5 and 6. Iron monosulfide
is disseminated throughout the core
forming black (N2/0) micronodules.
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Description

CALCAREOUS CLAY AND SILTY
CLAY

Major Lithology:
The top 8 cm of this core consists of
light olive brown calcareous clay that
grades in color to dark grayish brown
(2.5Y 4/2) between 8 and 35 cm, and
then to olive gray silty clay by 56 cm.
Below 56 cm in Section 1 to the
bottom of the core, the sediment
consists of moderately bioturbated
and black (N2/0) color-mottled silty
clay.

General Description:
The upper 35 cm of Section 1
contains small mud ?clasts that
appear to be artifacts produced by
drilling.
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Description

SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of dark gray,
bioturbated and black (N2/0) color-
banded silty clay. Silt laminae occur
infrequently throughout the core.

Si



SITE 944 HOLE D CORE 3H CORED 16.1 -25.6 mbsf
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SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of dark gray
mottled and bioturbated silty clay.
Black (N2/0) color banding is common
throughout the core. The frequency
and abundance of laminae and thin
beds of silt increases below 30 cm in
Section 3 to the bottom of the core.
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CORED 25.6-35.1 mbsf

Description

SILTY CLAY

Major Lithology:
This core consists of dark gray silty
clay with laminae and thin beds of silt.
The frequency and occurrence of silt
beds increases in Sections 5 and 6.
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SILTY CLAY AND SILT

Major Lithology:
This core consists of dark gray silty
clay with laminae and thin beds of silt.
The interval between 99 and 129 cm
in Section 2 is composed of a
medium to coarse silt that contains
numerous mud clasts at its base.
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