Hi Walter,

I am over the Atlantic as I'm writing this, on my way to  paying our families in France and Switzerland quick visits before the sampling party. I will be reading further communications as possible.

Here's my 5 cents' worth in regard to preparations:

1. Which requests will get 1/4 rounds? I suggest primarily the multi-sample requests for the P-E and K-P boundaries (Zachos et al., Kroon et al.), so we leave the complexities of subsampling to the investigators.

2. Other high-density (1 to 5 cm spacing), long-interval (>20 m) single-investigator (Hodell, Keller, Kroon, Liu, Leuschner, Lourens, Roehl, Schellenberg) requests are perhaps better sampled and bagged at the BCR to minimize waste of material (and because we don't have the core liners for quick and easy 1/4-round sampling).

3. In any case, we need to start with some of these high-density request first think on 4 August - they are really the bulk of the work and we should use the available hands. I am also pretty sure that the P-E and K-P teams will be very eager to sample the critical intervals!

4. I don't recall many soupy sections, the P-E and K-P sections are not and I don't think that the other densely-sampled sections are.

5. I suggest that on Monday morning we start with something like that:


Group 1: Site 1262 u-channels (make sure we don't sample anything before they are removed - we don't have too many)


Group 2: Julie's pmag cubes (she has a lot at 1262, they need to be taken first from intervals to be further samples)


Group 3: tackle one of the short P-E critical intervals (1267?) and figure out the detailed strategy for the rest of them


Group 4: A longer hi-res sections, one that doesn't interfere with any other sampling (Keller or Hodell).

Attached is my latest spreadsheet, including postcruise investigator input, that we might want to use as a reference (- it's also on the web now that I have resolved the source of the garbage that was recently created on my page!).

Looking forward to visiting the BCR again,

Peter

